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Committee Reports 

ITEM I.1 
 

LCP Committee – Mean High Tide Line (MHTL) Survey 
 
This year’s annual survey was conducted on June 21st, the day of the summer solstice at 
low tide – the optimum day and time for gentle ocean wave action coupled with 
maximum low tide for access into the surf with measuring equipment. 
 
The other equally important reason for conducting the survey at the beginning of summer 
is to provide new freshly collected data to use in defense of the public who may challenge 
the MHTL location as it relates to the public’s right of access to the beach. 
 
The survey measures and collects data on two important aspects of our beach: 
   -  location of the mean high tide line 
   -  magnitude of sand scour or sand build up (accretion) 
 
The beach survey program began in 2001 by establishing thirteen control point locations 
to be measured each year.  In 2008 the number was increased to twenty two control 
points to more accurately measure the MHTL along our 1.5 stretch of beach.  The 
shoreline meanders in and out and the survey engineer felt that the original control points 
were not enough to account for the shoreline irregularities. 
 
A chart of all the measurements taken over the past ten years is provided on the next 
page.  The control point locations are identified by a control point # and a home address.  
Permanent survey markers were established at the beach side of homes nearest each 
control point.  The measurements listed are the distance from the control point (on the 
beach side of the home) out to the MHTL. 
 
The chart reads from left to right as we advance through the years and a brief inspection 
immediately tells the story – our beach has been consistently eroding each year.  
Comparisons between 2001 and 2011 indicate how dramatic the beach loss has been.  
And sand loss translates into a landward advance of the MHTL – the invisible boundary 
between the public and private beach zones.  As the sand disappears, the public’s right of 
pass and repass inches closer and closer to the homeowners’ yards.  And with this change 
in  proximity, friction between homeowners and the public beach goer can increase. 
 
 
 




