Meeting #678

CAPISTRANO BAY DISTRICT
AGENDA REPORT
October 26, 2021

Old Business

ITEM 9a

MHTL Issue/CCC Staff Comments

In a letter from CCC staff to a CDP applicant here on Beach Road earlier this year, the following
language was used in reference to the Mean High Tide Line that the District surveys every June:

“We (the CCC) understand that you have provided a survey (MHTL survey) to demonstrate that
the unpermitted shoreline armoring is not within the deed-restricted area (here they are
referring to a deed restriction for public access the owner was required to record back in 1979
for a CDP). |Initially, we point out that the surveys were conducted on one day in the
summertime, when the beach would be at its widest and the MHTL furthest seaward. In the
winter, the MHTL would be expected to be located much closer to the home and potentially
landward of the shoreline protection.”

It appears the Coastal Commission is challenging the MHTL data, citing the surveys conducted in
the summer do not accurately represent the actual location of the Mean High Tide Line. Our
survey data indicates the CCC has this summer/winter comparison backwards, as evidenced by
the survey chart on the following page, from 2002 through 2007. During this time period, the
District was surveying the beach twice each year. The data on the chart indicates that the beach
actually builds up in the winter, thus moving the MHTL further seaward, rather than closer to
the homes, as claimed by the CCC.

Keep in mind when reading the chart that the MHTL survey points are all located out on the
beach side of the homes and typically out at the seaward edge of that home’s patio or seawall -
this is the point where the distance to MHTL is measured from.

In 2008 the Board decided to cut the surveys to once per year so there hasn’t been any winter
surveys conducted since then. It is recommended that the District order a survey this winter, in
early January, to provide current data on how the MHTL is moving from summer to winter.

The MHTL surveys are running about $6000, so the Board is being asked to approve this
additional expense for this coming winter. The Board can then make a more informed decision
in June of next year as to the need to increase the number of MHTL surveys every year.



|
A
|
|

MEAN HIGH TIDE LINE (8/26,08)

L v UU/

throsr pem

1

MEAN HiGH

{ VTIDE LINE (09/18/02) —_
P — -

Pl

”'EUJ
AW

TEM NO. 9Qa_

T b=
'Z'/(?L)’#L%;) oo BEACH RORD (Prfe3)
A St e e o S ot T Em
Eﬂ_VEl\J/ OF WALL @ SE ComiER oF Lo7| oo i SOUTMESTERLY LN BRASS WL oD fprgos
.+ 16.85 9, N 0P oF
e — 1088 g'gga DECK AT SW CORNER OF
ELEV. 15,61 A C. PATIO, S CORNER: oF Lo7, | 34
S -Suvwmney - ELEV.: 15.82'
o c—— S __DISTANCE FROM CONTROL POINT TO MEAN HIGH TIDE LINE N————
o W S | w i a1V B |, v.
POINT | ADDRESS 05-01-01 || 09-18-02 | 01-13-03 || 06-02-03 || 09-02-03 | 02-02-04 {§ 08-07-04 | 12-07-04 | 6-13-05 | 1-23-06 | 6-18-06 | 12-15-05 | 0B-18-07 | 12-18-07 §-26-08 | 6-16-00
PT. #47 | 35051 BEACH RD | 188.20° || 148.83' | 217.48" | 159.38' || 158.05° | 19176’ | ns.or | 13.85' || 14927 | tee.1’ [ 140.17 | 147.95' | 136.87' | 161.24" § 124.86" | 118.16'
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